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Tell us about yourself, Melanic.

I am awife and mother of two school-age daughters and I live near Huntsville, Alsbama
My life is pretty boring, which I'm thankful for, since writing seems to provide all the
drama I can safely handle! I am a graduate of The University of Alabama with  degree
in special education, and I spent a year in Ukraine and a summer in Germany.

Tell us about your current release.

My debut novel, The Healer's Apprentice, is published by Zondervan as a Young Adult
romance and was released this month. It’s a historical, set in medieval 14% century
Germany, with 2 wonderful castle and medieval town as the main setting, It's full of
intrigue and plot twists, deception and loyalty, but most of all, romance!

How did you come up with the idea for The Healer s Apprentice? Was that your original
title for this book? If not, what was you working title?

I came up with the idea for The Healer s Apprentice while watching Disney and Barbie
princess movies with my litle girls. 1 had loved fairy tales all my life, and one day when
we were watching Slecping Beauty, I started thinking, what if this story was rewritten

to be more realistic? What if the hero felt duty- and honor-bound to his betrothed?

What if he fell in love with a peasant girl but was homified at the idea of betraying his
betrothed in that way? After all, men want respect more than anything clse, and he would
lose the respect of everyone if he shirked his duty to marry his betrathed. So that was

the beginning of my idea for this story. And the original title was The Woodcutter's
Daughter. 1 had a really hard time getting used to the new title after calling it The
Woodcutter's Daughter for three and a half years!

What first gave you the idea for this book?

D've always loved fairy tales, and when I started getting the idea for The Healer's
Apprentice, my two girls were very young and they watched alot of the Disney princess
‘movies and Barbie movies which were based on fairy tales. One day they were watching
Slecping Beauty and I started thinking how unrealistic it was that a prince, who was
betrothed from childhood to a princess, would meet a peasant girl in the woods and
decide on the spot to marry her. I started thinking, what would this story be like ifit was
realistic? If it actually happened? And I thought, if this guy was betrothed and fell in love
with someone clse, he would feel alot of inner conflict. He would want the respect of his
family and his peaple, so he’d fight his attraction to this girl he'd fallen in love with. So
that’s how the idea started.





