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“Dickerson manages a heartfelt romance that will stick with readers.”—Booklist

 “A virtuous romance.”—Kirkus
“The message will resonate with readers of all ages: Beauty is within all of us.”
—Romantic Times
“This riff on Beauty and the Beast makes the story as comfortable as a pair of old shoes, but the shoes fit well.”—Publishers Weekly 
Melanie Dickerson, the Award-Winning author of 
“The Healer’s Apprentice,” returns with another inspiring retelling of a classic fairy tale
[image: ]Following the success of her multiple award-winning debut novel, The Healer’s Apprentice, Melanie Dickerson revisits the alluring fairy tale world with an eagerly anticipated follow-up, THE MERCHANT’S DAUGHTER (Zondervan; December 2011; $9.99).
Inspired by “The Beauty and the Beast,” THE MERCHANT’S DAUGHTER follows Annabel Chapman, the daughter of a once-wealthy merchant, whose fate changes when her family goes into debt and she is forced into the role of servant for the beastly Lord Ranulf le Wyse.
In her new home, Annabel is burdened with a host of household duties, including harvesting barley stalks and preparing dinner for the other servants. Worse, she is horrified by her family’s insistence she marry the despicable Bailiff Tom in order to save the Chapman home and keep her brothers from having to work.
After Tom corners her alone several times, Annabel comes to believe a life within a convent may be her only hope of true escape. . But as she settles into life inside Lord le Wyse’s home , Annabel begins to see past the lord’s harsh exterior to the kind and wonderful man who hides behind the physical and emotional scars. A man who wants only to help her, even if it means sending her away. Will Annabel follow her heart’s desire before it’s too late?
Dickerson’s long-awaited second book blends the romance of The Healer’s Apprentice with the fantasy of the classic “Beauty and the Beast” tale. THE MERCHANT’S DAUGHTER is a must-read for teens and young adults interested in fascinating love stories and historical fiction.
Watch the enchanting new trailer for THE MERCHANT’S DAUGHTER here: http://youtu.be/fNZgGoGwF_w 
To schedule an interview with Melanie Dickerson, to receive a review copy, or for more information on MERCHANT’S DAUGHTER, please contact Candice Frederick at DJC Communications at 212-971-9707 or candice@djccommunications.com.
****
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Melanie Dickerson is the author of 2010’s The Healer’s Apprentice, her debut novel which won Best First Book at the National Readers’ Choice Awards and came in fourth at the Family Fiction Awards. The novel was also a Christy Award, Maggie Award, Carol Award and Golden Quill finalist, and earned the HOLT Medallion Award of Merit. She lives in Huntsville, Alabama, with her husband and two daughters. www.melaniedickerson.com
Zondervan, a HarperCollins company, is headquartered in Grand Rapids, Michigan, is a world leader in Christian communications, and is the leading Christian publishing brand. For more than 75 years, Zondervan has delivered transformational Christian experiences through general and academic resources authored by influential leaders and emerging voices and has been honored with more Christian Book Awards than any other publisher.


PRAISE FOR The Healer’s Apprentice:

“Fans of fairy tales will enjoy this story.”—School Library Journal
“Female readers should savor this romantic fare.”—Kirkus Reviews
“Captivating.”—Young Adult Books Central
“It well satisfies the desire for sweet romance in all of us.”—Romantic Times
“This is definitely a book to be read by anyone who enjoys historical fiction with a touch of romance or romantic fiction with a touch of history.”—Examiner.com
“The Healer’s Apprentice contains true-to-life situations, detailed historical accuracy and a love story so captivating that you can almost see the gallant knight coming to the rescue of his fair maiden.”—Suite 101
“Gripping story, full of twists and turns.”—Christian Book Previews
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